CMV viraemia demonstrated in the serum of a patient with cytomegalovirus pneumonia.
We attempted to demonstrate the expression of cytomegalovirus (CMV) particles in the serum of an acute lymphocytic leukaemia patient with CMV pneumonia. The serum sample was applied to an affinity column coupled with human monoclonal antibody C23 which recognizes the envelope glycoproteins of CMV virus and neutralizes the viral activity. The DNA obtained from each fraction was amplified by double polymerase chain reaction (PCR) and analysed by gel electrophoresis. Bands were clearly observed in the eluted fraction. These results strongly suggest that CMV particles exist in the sera of patients with CMV pneumonia.